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Thank you most  s incerely  for  choosing one

of  our  Pentax 35mm SLR cameras.
Before starting to operate this camera,
please be sure to read this operat ing manual
very carefully to familiarize yourself with
every detail of the features and functions

it  has to offer.  We hope you wi l l  enjoy f ine
photography with th is camera for many
years to come.

Commercia l ly  avai lable lenses and acces-
sories produced by other manufactures
are not  made to our  precise speci f ica-
t ions and therefore,  may cause di f f icu l -
t ies wi th -  or  actual  damage to -  your
Pentax camera.  We do not  assume
any respons ib i l i t y  o r  l iab i l i t y  fo r  d i f -
f  icu l t ies resul t ing f  rom the use of
lenses and accessories made by other
m an ufactu re rs.
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When th is  camera  is  used w i th  any  SMC Pentax-A
or  SMC Pentax-F  lens ,  i t  o f fe rs  four  exposure
modes:  Programmed AE, Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE;
Metered  Manua l  and Programmed Auto  F lash .
When the  lens  aper tu re  i s  se t  to  "A"  pos i t ion ,
the  Programmed AE mode can be  used.  When
the lens aperture is  set  to any f -stop other than
the  "A"  se t t ing ,  the  Aper tu re-pr io r i t y  AE or
Metered Manual  modes can be used.
o  When the  convent iona l  K-moL!n t  lens  is  used,
the camera operates in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE
or  Metered  Manua l  mode.

Programmed AE Mode
The camera automat ical ly  selects the most sui table
combinat ion of  shut ter  speed and aperture to obtain
cor rec t  exposure ,  s imu l taneous ly  chang ing  the
combinat ion  accord ing  to  the  br igh tness  o f  the
subject .  This mode is sui table for  those who do not
want to be bothered by set t ing exposure contro ls.

Aperture-priority AE Mode
When you se t  the  aper tu re  manua l ly ,  the  shut te r
speed is automat ical ly  adjusted according to
the br ightness of  the subject  to provide correct
exposure.
Th is  mode is  su i tab le  fo r  tak ing  p ic tu res  fo r  wh ich
the  cont ro l  o f  the  depth  o f  f ie ld  i s  des i rab le ,  such
as port ra i ts ,  etc.

Metered Manual Mode
The combinat ion of  shr. l t ter  speed and aperture is
comple te ly  up  to  you.  Gu ided by  the  meter
ind ica t ion  in  the  v iewf inder ,  you  can ad jus t  bo th
contro ls to obtain proper exposure.  l f  necessary,
del iberate over-  or  underexposure can be obtained.
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Programmed l\uto Flash Mode
when you use a Pentax dedicated auto f  lash on th is
camera in i ts Frogramrned AE rnode, the camera
automat ical ly  selects the proper apert [Jre and shut ter
speed to contro l  t lash output  fcr  pro,per f  lash
pictu res.

.  The camera does not  operate unless the bat ter ies
are proper ly inserted.  Be sure to check how they are
inserted before operat ing i t .  Also check i f  the rnain
f f leter  swi tch is  set  to ON or 0FF.
t  Most  f  lashes made by others can be used on th is
camera,  but  Pentax dedicated f  lashes wi l l  of fer  more
conven ien t  func t ions .
Even i f  you  use a  f  lash  w i th  TTL au to  f  lash
prov is ion ,  th is  camera  does  no t  p rov ide  TTL au to
f  lash  opera t ion  "
o  When you use the  accessor ies  such as  Ex tens ion
Tubes,  lVl icnoscope Adapter,  etc.  that  are nnounted
between the camena body and lens,  th is carnena
operates in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AF or M{etered
Manual merde" The Fn"ogrannrned AE rnocJe cani?CIt
be useC.

www.orphancameras.com



O Exposure counter
O Sel f - t imer lamp
O Shutter  d ia l
O Shutter-release bu tton
O Fi lm-wind lever
O Hot shoe
lD Self-timer lever
O Main swi tch
O Fi lm-rewind/Back-

cover-release knob
@ Exposu re-memory-lock

button
O Cable-release socket
(D Mount index
@ Preview lever
@ Lenslock-release lever
(D Grip
(D Strap{ug
@ Lens-al ignment node
(D Aperture scale/r ing
(9 Aperture-"A" index
@ "A"- lock-re lease

(D Focusing r ing
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@ Fi lm-rewind crank
@ Viewfinder eyepiece
(D Fi lmsprocket  spool
(D Fi lm-take-up spool
@ Back cover
@ Fi lm- informat ion

window

@ Fi lm- leader*nd mark
(D Fi lm-rewind but ton
@ Shutter  curta in
@ Tripod socket
@ Batterychamber cap
@ Fi lm chamber
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This camera is  powered by two 1.5-vol t  a lkal ine or  s i lver-
oxide bat ter ies.  (L i th ium bat ter ies are not  usable.)

o Open the bat tery chamber cover by s l id ing i t  in  the
direct ion of  the arrow.

r  lnsert  the two bat ter ies
(+) s ides facing upward,

into the chamber wi th their
and c lose the cover.

o As i l lustrated,  turn the power on by s l id ing the main

switch in the di rect ion of  the arrow.
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.  Press the shut ter  re lease but ton hal f -way and make sure that
a shut ter  speed appears on the lef t  s ide of  the v iewf inder.

Timer switch
The bu i l t - in  t imer  sw i tch  au tomat ica l l y  tu rns  the  power  o f f  in  about
ten  seconds a f te r  you  re lease your  f inger  o f f  the  shut te r  bu t ton .

Battery check
l f  no  shut te r  speed is  d isp layed in  the  v iewf inder  even w i th  a  s l igh t
pressure on the shut ter  but ton,  the bat ter ies have no power or  may
be improper ly  inser ted .

When batteries weaken
When the bat ter ies are becoming weak,  the shut ter  speed displayed
in  the  v iewf inder  s ta r ts  to  b l ink  s lowly  a t  the  speed o f  once per
second. l f  so,  replace the bat ter ies immediately.  l f  the bat ter ies are
completely exhausted,  the shut ter  but ton does not  re lease the
shut te r .

7 o
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lrig 4ra: iai

To mount or  interchange Pentak K,  KA and Kaf mount lenses,
fo l low the steps below.

o Remove the body mount cap and the rear lens cap.  l f  the f inder
cap is  st i l l  on the eyepiece,  remove i t .
o Al ign the red dot  on the camera body wi th the red dot  on the
lens  (See  6 ,@) .  Sea t  the  lens  in  the  body  moun t  and  tu rn  i t
c lockwise unt i l  the lens locks wi th a c l ick.  When mount ing the
lens in d im l ight ,  method (O) is  recommended. This method
a l lows  lens  moun t ing  by  touch .
Al ign the ra ised node on lens barrel  wi th the lens re lease by
touch.  Then turn and lock as above.
o To remove the lens cap,  press in on the notches at  both s ides.
o To remove the lens,  turn the lens counter-c lockwise whi le
pressing the lens re lease lever.
o Af ter  removing a lens f rom the camera body,  put  the f ront

and rear lens caps to protect  the lens f rom dust  and sta ins.

Note:  Don' t  damage or sta in the electr ical  contact  points on the
mount face.  When they become stained,  wipe them with a c lean,
dry c loth.

o 8
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Setting the wind lever for rapid shooting
The fi lm wind lever can be set at the stand-off
position for faster fi lm advance. Even if you
remove your thumb from the lever,  i t  remains at
the stand-of f  angle,  ready for  the next  quick shot .
After completing a series of pictures, the lever
should be pushed in to the or ig inal  posi t ion.

Exposure counter
The scale is  indexed as fo l lows:
S r o 0  o 2 o  4 . . . . .  . o 2 O . . . . .
2 4 o . . . o 3 6 .
In te r locked  w i th  the  f i lm  w ind
mechanism, th is counter  indicates the
number of  exposed f rames.

Film advance stroke
The f i lm wind lever should be thrown as far  as i t
goes.
Note:  The wind lever may stop in the middle of
a stroke when the f i lm comes to i ts  end.  Do not
force the lever and rewind the f i lm leaving the
lever as i t  is .

Stand-off angle

9 o
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o Main switch
To release the shut ter ,  be sure to turn the main swi tch to ON.
When the main swi tch is  of f ,  the shut ter  cannot be re leased and
the meter remains of f .

o Shutter release button
As you turn the main swi tch on and press the shut ter  re lease
button hal f -way,  the meter wi l l  turn on,  and a fur ther pressure on
the shut ter  but ton wi l l  re lease the shut ter .

o Shutter speed dial
When shoot ing in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE or Metered Manual
mode, turn the shut ter  d ia l  unt i l  the desired shut ter  speed al igns
with the index (red l ine).
A = Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE
1000 -  1 = 1/1000 -  1 sec.  (Metered Manual)
B = Bulb ( long-t ime exposure)
100 = 1| IQQ sec.  ( f lash-sync speed)

o  1 0
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F I L M : '
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D X  F I L M

This camera automat ical ly  sets the ISO f i lm speed
of DX-coded f i lm when i t  is  loaded into the f i lm
chamber.  Therefore,  you are recommended to use
on ly  DXcoded  f i lm  in  th i s  camera .  ( l f  non -DX f i lm
is loaded the camera wi l l  automat ical ly  set  the f i lm
speed to 100,  whatever f i lm speed i t  may have;  in
other words,  the only non-DX f  i lm usable for  th is
camera  i s  one  w i th  ISO 100 . )

The f i lm speeds which can be automat ical ly  set  by
this camera range f rom ISO 25 to 1600, so be sure
to use the DX-coded f i lm having a f i lm speed wi th in
th is range.

cdilfyColor Fil,n

36.*o

0 o 0 o o 0 0 o o o o o - O l

in format ion panel

' 11  .
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Always load or  unload f i lm in the camera in
a shady spot ,  or  shie ld i t  f rom direct  sunl ight
wi th your body.

As i l lustrated,  unfold the rewind crank by
push ing  i t  w i th  your  f i nge r -na i l .
Pul l  the rewind knob upwards unt i l  the back
cover snaps open.
Sl ide the f i lm cart r idge into the f  i lm chamber
wi th the f  lat  s ide up.  Lock the cart r idge in p lace

by pushing the rewind knob down, rotat ing i t
s l ight ly  making sure that  i t  gr ips the spool .

(D P i tm chamber

€)  Gu ide  ra i l s

€) Sprocket teeth

Keep the DX-information

scratches, dirt ,  dust, etc.

O Spoo l  tee th

O  f  l t m  l e a d e r  e n d  m a r k
( )  DX- in fo rmat ion  p ins

pins free from

o 1 2
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o As i l lustrated,  pul l  the f i lm leader out  so that
i ts  end al igns wi th the @ f i lm leader end mark
(red bar) ;  in other words,  br ing the f  i lm leader
end wi th in the length of  the bar.
o Make sure that the perforations on the bottom
side of  the f i lm have engaged the O sprocket
teeth.
r  Also make sure that  the f i lm is proper ly p laced
between the two O guide rails.
o Take up any s lack lef t  in the f i lm so that  the
f i lm is f  la t  as shown, by rewinding i t  s l ight ly  into
the cart r idge.
o  When  a  f i lm  w i th  a  h igher  ISO number  i s
loaded, do not leave the camera out of the case
for  a long t ime.

1 3 .
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Close the back cover,  making sure that  i t  has snapped f i rmly in

place.

r  Cock the f i lm wind lever whi le checking to see i f  the f i lm rewind

knob turns in the di rect ion of  the arrow.

o Repeat making blank exposures unt i l  "0"  appears in the exposure

counter. The next frame is ready for the first shot.

The f  i lm- inf lormat ion window on the back cover wi l l  te l l  you i f

the f  i lm is  loaded or not .

o 1 4
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When you reach the end of  the ro l l ,  the f  i lm wind lever wi l l  s top
moving abrupt ly  -  maybe at  some point  in the middle of  a stroke.
Do not  force the lever beyond the number of  exposures shown on
the cart r idge.

o Press the f i lm rewind but ton recessed in the bot tom of  the
camera.

o Unfold the crank and turn i t  c lockwise al l  the way unt i l  you feel
i t  loosen when the f i lm leader re leases f rom the take-up spool .

o When the rewinding is  over,  l i f t  the rewind knob l ight ly  to open
the back cover,  and take the cart r idge out .

l f  you accidental ly  opened the back cover wi thout  rewinding
the  f  i lm ,  c lose  i t  immed ia te l y ,  s ince  the  f i lm  excep t  the  las t
several  f rames might  be saved.

1 5 .
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o To attach the strap to the camera, first pass the
end of  the strap through the strap lug on the
camera,  fo ld i t  back,  then pass i t  through the strap
r ing,  and through the strap c lasp and the last  r ing.
The strap end may be passed through the inside or
outs ide of  the c lasp.
o Remove the front cover from the back cover.
Put  the camera in the back cover and put  both
case hooks around the camera's st rap eyelets.
The camera is  now held securely in p lace.

e The sof t  case for  th is camera is  avai lable in two
sizes:  P-S for  the camera wi th a standard 50mm
lens,  and P-L2 f  or  the camera wi th a zoom lens
such as 28 -  80mm.

PENTA)(

o  1 6
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Various exposure data descr ibed at  r ight  are
displayed by LED on the lef t  s ide of  the v iewf inder.

P . . . . . . .  Programmed AE mode
M . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  Metered Manual  mode
1000 -  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shut ter  speeds f rom

1/1000  to  1  sec .
t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F lash-ready indicat ion
Bl inking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Overexposure i  ndica-
"1000" t i on  (b l i nks  fou r  t imes

per second)
Bf ink ing "  1"  . . . . . . . . .Underexposure indica-

t i on  (b l i nks  fou r  t imes
per second)

(The above two indicat ions also appear
when the exposure combinat ion is  out
of  the shut ter /aperturecoupl ing range
or the meter ing range.)

Camera-shake (slow-shutter-speed )
warning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30 -  1 appears in orange
Shutter speed
in  use  {b l i nks } . . . . . . . .Memory  lock

LED =  L igh t -Emi t t i ng  D iode

Microprism

Split-imige

*",," screen

1 7 .
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You can focus  in  th ree  ways ,  w i th  the  sp l i t -
image,  mic ropr ism,  and/or  mat te  f ie ld .  To  focus
us ing  the  sp l i t - image,  tu rn  the  focus lng  r ing
unt i l  the  two images in  the  sp l i t - image c i rc le  a t
the center  of  the focusing screen are perfect ly

a l i gned .  When  us ing  t he  m ic rop r i sm  co l l a r ,
focus  un t i l  the  g l i t te r  d isappears  f rom ins ide  the
co l la r .  Wi th  the  mat te  f ie ld ,  focus  un t i l  the
image on  the  mat te  f ie ld  appears  sharp  and
cr isp .
Note :  l f  the  max imum aper tu re  o f  the  a t tached
lens  is  smal le r  than f /5 .6  ( fo r  example ,  f  lB  as  in
the  case o f  a  long te lephoto) ,  i t  i s  eas ie r  to  focus
on the  mat te  f  ie ld  s ince  the  sp l i t - image and
micropr ism co l la r  a reas  become much too  dark
for  sat is factory focusi  ng.

Diopter adjustment for viewf inder eyepiece
People who wear eyeglasses due to myopia,
hypermet rop ia  o r  p resbyop ia ,  somet imes f ind  i t
d i f f  i cu l t  t o  f ocus  wh i l e  wea r i ng  t he i r  g l asses .  I n
th is case,  use the accessory diopter  correct ion
f enses M (See page 421 .

r  1 8
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Proper hold ing of  the camera is  essent iaf  to
minimize camera shake which causes brurred
pictures.  Pract ice hold ing and operat ing your
camera before insert ing your f i rs t  f i rm cart r idge.
General fy there are three basic ways to hofd the
camera.  f  n any case,  hold the camera t ight ly  to
your  face  w i th  your  hands .  The gr ips  o i  th is
camera wir f  hef  p you keep a steady hord on your
camera.  Release the shut ter  gent ly  whi le hold ing
your breath.  Strong pressure on the shut ter

re lease but ton may cause blurred photographs.
Take a secure,  wef l -balanced posture wi t f rout
s t ra in ing  yourser f .  The por t ion  marked o  in  the
i f  f  us t ra t ion  shou ld  be  drawn to  your  body .  l t  i s
a good idea to stabi l ize your body and the camera
us ing  a  t ree ,  bu i ld ing  wa l l ,  tab le ,  e tc .  For  long
exposures or  whi le using te lephoto lenses,  i t  is
recommended to use a t r ipod in order to reduce
camera  shake to  a  min imum.

1 9 .
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o The camera is  swi tched to the Programmed AE mode by just

set t ing the lens aperture to the "A" posi t ion whi le keeping the

Auto- lock Release Button on the lens.

o You can leave the shut ter  d ia l  set  at  any posi t ion '

Turn the main swi tch on,  then press the shut ter  re lease but ton

hal f -way,  and you wi l l  see "P" and a shut ter  speed are displayed

in the v iewf inder.  As you fur ther press the shut ter  but ton,
the shut ter  wi l l  be re leased.

www.orphancameras.com
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.  When  t he  sub jec t  i s  t oo  b r i gh t  o r  da rk , "1000 "  o r  " 1 "  b l i nks  as
a  warn ing .  When "30"  o r  smal le r  f igures  appear  in  the  v iewf inder ,
there  is  a  danger  o f  camera  shake.  In  such a  case,  use  a  t r ipod  or
a  f  lash .  (For  de ta i l s ,  re fe r  to  page 38 . )



0 1 5
'r-f rJ "g' '18'z

22 16 11 8 5.0 l+ '1.8

Set the aperture to the f-stop you desire by turning the aperture

ring. With the 50mm f/2.0 lens, you can set it anywhere between

f l2.O to t122.

. Set the shutter dial to "A."

As you depress the shut ter  but ton hal fway,  a shut ter  speed is

displayed in the v iewf inder.  As you depress the shut ter  but ton

completely,  the shut ter  wi l l  be re leased.

o
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When the subject  is  too dark or  too br ight ,  , ,1000,,  
or ' ,1 ' ,  in  the

viewf inder b l inks as a warning.  Stop down the lens ( toward f  t22l
or  open i t  ( toward f  l2 l .When " l0OO,,  

or , :1"  stops bl ink ing,
you are ready to shoot.
when the subject is dark, use the pentax dedicated frash. (For
details, refer to page 28.)

22'� 16 4ll 1

11 B 5.0 l+

hl4" 
's ' '16t22

11 B 5.6 l+ 2.82
<___
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Set the aperture to the f-stop you desire by turning the aperture
r ing.  And choose the shut ter  speed f rom 1/1000 -  1 sec.  by

turning the shut ter  d ia l .  l f  the aperture is  set  at  the "A"

posi t ion,  re lease i t  f rom the posi t ion by turning the aperture
r ing whi le depressing the auto- lock-re lease but ton.

Sl ight ly  press the shut ter  re lease but ton wi th the main swi tch on,
and you wi l l  see "M" and a shut ter  speed are displayed in the
viewf inder.  When a shut ter  speed and another b l ink ing shut ter
speed appear s imul taneously as shown at  lef t ,  i t  indicates
incorrect exposure. Change the shutter speed or the aperture
unt i l  the bl ink ing shut ter  speed disappears,  so that  correct
exposure can be obtained.

www.orphancameras.com
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When setting shutter speed first
Set  the shut ter  d ia l  to the desired shut ter  speed. Rotate the aperture
r ing unt i l  the shut ter-speed display changes f rom a bl ink ing speed to
a just  g lowing speed, namely,  only one shut ter  speed is seen, so that
correct  exposure can be obtained.  l f  the display does not  swi tch
f ' rom a bl ink ing speed to a g lowing speed even by turning the
apear tu re  r ing ,  change the  shut te r  speed by  tu rn ing  the  shut te r  d ia l .

Note:
I t  i s  a lso  poss ib le  to  make in ten t iona l l y  over -  o r  underexposure
photographs as you wish.

25.
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When sett ing aperture f irst
Set  the  aper tu re  to  your  des i red  f -s top .  Turn  the  shut te r  d ia l  un t i l
the shut ter-speed display changes f rom a bl ink ing speed to a just
g lowing speed, namef y,  unt i l  only one shut ter  speed is seen, so that
correct  exposure can be obtained.  l f  the display does not  swi tch
f rom a  b l ink ing  speed to  a  g lowing  speed even by  tu rn ing  the  shut te r
d ia l ,  change the  aper tu re  by  tu rn ing  the  aper tu re  r ing .

Also in the case of  Metered Manual  mode, when the subject  is  too
br igh t  o r  dark ,  "1000"  o r  "  1 "  b l inks  as  a  warn ing .  Ad jus t  the
shutter  speed or the aperture to obtain correct  exposure.  When
a shut te r  speed s lower  than 1 /30  is  d isp layed,  there  is  a  danger
o f  camera  shake,  and you are  recommended to  use  a  t r ipod  or
a  f  lash .  (For  de ta i l s ,  re fe r  to  page 38 . )
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Using  the  AF2OOSa ,  AF 2402,  o r  AF l60Se f  lash
uni t  wi th th is camera easi ly  a l lows the Programmed
Auto Flash photography wi th the camera set  to the
Programmed AE mode. You just  turn the f  lash's
swi tch to ON. Furthermore,  the AF200T, AF280T
and AF400T can also be used wi th th is camera in
the Programmed Auto Flash mode. The table
indicates what dedicated funct ions work when
the camera is  used wi th Pentax dedicated auto
f  lash  un  i t s .

Caut ion :  l f  the  AF200T,  AF280T or  AF400T is
used w i th  the  camera  in  the  TTL mode,  the
ded ica ted  func t ions  w i l l  be  ind ica ted  in  the  v iewf  inder .
Bu t ,  t he  f  l a sh  em i t s  t he  f u l l  l i gh t  ou tpu t ,  r esu l t i ng
in  incor rec t  exposure .
o  The AF200SA ,  AF24OZ and AF 160Se do no t
provide the dedicated funct ion descr ibed in 3.
o AF080C, AF200S, AF 160S and ear l ier  Pentax
f lashes apply to 1 and 2 only in the table,  when
the camera is  used in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE or
Metered Manual mode.
o When the Pentax dedicated auto f lash is  used
in  i t s  M mode,  the  ded ica ted  func t ions  in  the
Programmed AE mode do not  work.

Flash-ready indicat ion by the l ight ing
of  t  mark.

As soon as f lash is ready, shutter speed
is automat ical ly  set  to 11100 sec.  for
f lash  sync .

When f  lash has worked proper ly,
,  mark in v iewf inder d isappears for

an instant  and l ights up again or
f l ickers,  indicat ing that  proper f  lash
sync has been made.

In Programmed AE mode, aperture
is a lso set  automat ical ly .
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Pentax dedicated f lashes can be used with this
camera, regardless of whether i t  is set to the
Programmed AE, Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE or
Metered Manual mode.
1.  At tach the f  lash to the camera.
2.  Set  the f  lash mode selector  to AUTO (red,

green or  ye l low) .  Th is  does  no t  app ly  to
t he  AF200Sa ,  AF24OZ and  AF160Se .

3.  Turn the f lash swi tch on.
4 .  When the  f lash  is  ready ,  i t  i s  ind ica ted  by  the

g lowing  o f  I  mark  in  the  v iewf inder .  (When
the meter 's  t imer swi tch
is of f ,  the ,  mark
also disappears.)

Using in Programmed AE mode
o AF200SA, AF24OZ, AF160Se, AF280T and

AF4O0T are compat ib le wi th th is mode.
o As soon as the f  lash is  ready,  the camera is

automat ical ly  swi tched to work at  the f  lash
sync  speed o f  11100.  The aper tu re  i s  a lso
automat ical ly  set  to the programmed f-stop as
shown in  the  tab le ,  depend ing  on  wh ich  AUTO
posi t ion you choose.

r  As the f  i f  m speed changes,  the aperture also
changes automat ica I  ty .

I  As shown in the above table,  the aperture is  set
to  f  12 .8  when the  AF200T is  used in  the  Red
AUTO, and therefore,  using a lens whose
maximum aperture is  as smal l  as f  14,  f  or
ins tance,  w i l l  resu l t  in  underexposure .

(A t  tso  1oo)

AF2OOT AF28OT AF4OOT

Red t  /2 .8 t/4 t/4

G reen t /5 .6 t /8 t /8
Yel low f / 1 1

(AF2OOSa/A F24OZIAF 160Sa :  f  14 at  ISO 1 O0)

. 2 8
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Using inAper tu re .p r io r i t yAEorMeteredManua|
mode
o set  the lens aperture to the f -stop indicated by

t h e e x p o s u r e t a b | e o n t h e b a c k o f t h e f | a s h .
o As soon as the f  lash is  ready,  the camera is

automat ical ly  swi tched to work at  11100 sec'

f lash sync speed'  ( ln Metered Manual  mode'  the

slow-speed sync descr ibed later  is  workable.)

Auto Flash Check Mark ( I )
When a proper f  lash photo has been taken'  the I

mark in the v iewf inder d isappears for  an instant

jus t  a f te r  the  f  lash  f  i r ing  and l igh ts  up  aga in  o r

b l inks ,  ind ica t ing  the  comple t ion  o f  a  p roper  f  lash

p hotograp hY.

Th is  au to  f lash  check  mark  on ly  appears  when

t h e A F 2 o o T , A F 2 B o T a n d A F 4 0 0 T a r e i n u s e .

Slow-Speed SYnc PhotograPhY

As you set the shutter sPeed

between 1/60 and 1 sec.  wi th the

camera set  in the Metered Manual

mode, You can take a slow-sPeed-

sync photo '  As soon as the f  lash

is  readY,  "  I  "  and "M"  marks

plus the shut ter  speed set  are

d isp layed in  the  v iewf inder '

(1)  When the shut ter  speed is set  between 1/1000

and 1 1125 sec. ,  the camera is  automat ical ly

s w i t c h e d t o t h e f | a s h s y n c s p e e d o t l | 1 0 0 s e c . ,
as  soon as  the  f  lash  is  f  u l l y  charged '  ( ln  th is

case,  no shut ter  speed is d isplayed in the

viewf inder.  )

29.



Memory lock not used

EXPOSURE.MEMORY LOCK

The exposure-memory lock enables you to take
an exposure reading in the Programmed AE or
Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE mode, lock- in that  reading,
move your posi t ion,  and then take the picture
with the programmed reading.  This is  part icular ly
useful  in h igh-contrast  condi t ions,  such as when
your subject  is  back- l i t  or  has a dark background.
1.  l f  you are taking a port ra i t ,  you can move in

close to your subject  and take a c lose-up reading
of  the face.  To hold that  reading,  depress
the  memory - lock  bu t ton ;  th i s  w i l l  ho ld
the reading for  about ten seconds,  s imul taneously
mak ing  the  shu t te r  speed  (LED)  you  a re  us ing
f  l icker in the v iewf inder at  a faster  speed.

2.  As long as you keep depressing the shut ter
. 3 0

button hal f -way whi le the memory lock is  in use,
the  memory  lock  w i l l  be  ma in ta ined  o r ,  i n  o the r
words,  the exposure wi l l  remain the same.

r  When you wish to interrupt  the memory lock,
just  turn the main swi tch of f .

3.  Recompose your p icture and shoot;  the subject
wi l l  correct ly  be exposed. The memory lock wi l l
automat ical ly  be cancel led as soon as you re lease
the shut ter .

Caut ions
o When the Pentax dedicated auto f lash is  used on

this camera,  the memory lock does not  work.
o l f  you accidental ly  depress the memory- lock

button wi th the camera in the Metered Manual
mode, the shut ter  speed set  wi l l  meaninglessly
lock  and  f l i cke r  i n  the  v iewf  i nde r .
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The sel f - t imer is  helpfu l  for  get t ing yoursel f  into the photograph.

I t  can  be  se t  by  s l i d ing  the  ma in  sw i t ch  fo rward  un t i l  t he , ,S .T . , ' i s
v is ib le,  whi le depressing the sel f - t imer lever.
As you cock the f  i lm wind lever and press the shut ter  re lease but ton,
the shut ter  wi l l  be re leased about 12 seconds later .  The sel f - t imer
lamp bl inks to show the sel f - t imer is  working.  About two seconds
before shut ter  re lease,  the lamp wi l l  s tar t  to b l ink at  a faster  rare.
The sel f - t imer can be cancel led even af ter  i t  has star ted,  by s l id ing the
main swi tch back to the or ig inal  posi t ion.
o When you shoot at  the B (Bulb)  set t ing,  the sel f - t imer cannot be

used.

Caut ion:  When using the sel f - t imer,  you keep your eye away f rom
the v iewf inder,  and l ight  enter ing through the eyepiece can cause
errors in exposure.  This can be prevented by s l id ing an accessory
viewf inder cap overthe eyepiece,  to shie ld the meter ing system
from extraneous l ight .

3 1  .



I

When using a convent ional  c l ip-on-type f  lash on
this camera,  set  the shut ter  d ia l  to "1OO ,  "

( 1 / 1 0 0  s e c . ) .

Caution: lf non-Pentax f lashes whose dedicated
runct ions are c la imed to work also wi th cameras of
other brands are used wi th th is camera,  they may
wel l  cause mal funct ion and damage to the
electronic mechanism.

As i l lustrated,  a l ign "100 t  "  wi th the red- l ine
index.  Set  the aperture r ing of  your SMC Pentax-A/
-F lens to any f -stop other than A.

.  When using a convent ional  f lash,  select  an
appropriate f-stop according to the camera-to-
subject distance or the program of the flash.
(Refer to the instruct ions accompanying
the  f l ash . )

o When using a sync-cord-type f lash, use an
optional accessory: Hot Shoe Adapter 2P.

o This "100 i  "  set t ing can be used for  non-f  lash
photography, but since the meter does not
funct ion at  th is set t ing,  you can in no way
make sure of correct exposure,
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USIIVC B (BULB} SETTING
'

The B set t ing is  used for  making long-t ime exposure
to shoot f  i reworks,  n ight  scenes,  etc.
o  As  shown in  the  pho to ,  a l i gn  "B"  i n  the  shu t te r

dia l  wi th the index (red bar) .  Make sure the
aperture of your lens is set to a proper f-stop
other than A.  The shut ter  remains open as long
as you keep the shutter button depressed.

o The long-t ime exposure consumes a great  amount
of  bat tery power;  i t  wi l l  exhaust  f resh bat ter ies in
about ten hours at  normal  temperatures.

lA/hen shoot ing at  th is set t ing,  use a sturdy t r ipod,
and  as  shown,  a l so  use  the  op t iona l  Cab le  Sw i t ch
A  o r  Cab le  Re lease  50  (T ime  exposure  poss ib le ) .
Be sure to use the Cable Release 50 wi thout
twist ing or  bending i t ;  otherwise the B-set t ing
photography may not  proper ly be done. Always
push  the  head  o f  the  Re lease  ha rd  to  re lease
the  shu t te r .  The  Cab le  Re lease  30  i s  no t  su i tab le
fo r  use .
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50mm f12.0

t/22

Depth of field is the area of acceptable
sharpness in f ront  of  and behind the point  of
focus. The depth of field becomes progressively
greater  as the lens opening becomes smal ler .
The distance at  which the lens is  focused also
affects the depth of field: it increases as you get
fur ther away.  The focal  lerrgth of  the lens is
another factor  to determine the depth of  f ie ld.
The shorter  the lens,  the greater  the depth of
f  ie ld.

. 3 4
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tl2.o 12.79 * 3.24m1 t l22 (1 .67 -  16.9m)



Your  camera  enab les  you to  p rev iew jus t  what  w i l f  and  what  w i i l  no t
be  sharp  in  your  p ic tu res .  By  depress ing  the  prev iew lever  near  the
lens  mount ,  you  can c lose  the  lens  down to  whatever  aper tu re  you
have se t .  You can then prev iew how much sharpness  you w i l l  ge t  in
your  p ic tu re  by  examin ing  the  p ic tu re  a rea  on  the  ground g lass .  A f te r
prev iewing  your  p ic tu re , i f  you  re lease the  prev iew lever ,  the  lens  w i l l
re tu rn  to  fu l l  aper tu re  fo r  focus ing .  You cannot ,  however ,  p rev iew the
depth  o f  f ie ld  w i th  your  camera  se t  in  the  programmed AE mode.
l \ lo te :  Tak ing  p ic tu res  w i th  the  prev iew lever  depressed w i l t  resu l t  in
incorrect ly  exposed pictures.

Depth-of- f ie ld Table:  SMC pentax-A 50mm Lens
unit :meter

Distance:sca16

o.497
__-  ! lg0  __-  0 .465 -  0 "471 _  0 .481 _  0 .4s3

1om -,-."i:i!i - iei__f. tSl|-l?fia -?:?J_  r . v o o  _  t . u : r 6  _  t . l 4 U  _  1 . 2 1 9  _  i " 3 2 9
1 .464 1-449 1 A1o 1 A^a . .Ea 1  . 3 1 6

1.93s 1.908 1.874 r .g2s t. iai ' ----r "oi l-  1 .5s4 
- 

. ,  i ,

2 .853 2"794 2 .119 2 .615
3.'1 64 |  , g c z  |  , O O J

,!111-: 3'23s -----:- Jgq- 3.521 3.785 - 4.26s - s.073 - 7.426 -16"883

12.171
o-or  |  5 .64b 4 .9 t t6  4 .181 3 .313 2 .6551_3. !4__- l ! . s i?  -20 .422 _35.101

38.772 27 .7o7 1 9.408 1 3.876 g JN 
- - 

+e85

4.181
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l f  you intend to take infrared photographs using
infrared f  i lm and R2 or O2 f i l ters,  i t  is  necessary

r  to compensate for  the di f ference between v is ib le
l ight  focus and infrared focus.  As shown on the
r ight ,  note the subject- to-camera distance on the
lens distance scale as you focus through the

=  v iewf  i nde r  and  tu rn  the  focus ing  r i ng  un t i l  t ha t
distance set t ing al igns wi th the red inf  rared
index  mark .  The  f i gu re  shows  an  examp le  in
which the subject- to-camera distance is  set  at
i n f i n i t y  (  6 ) .

For detai ls  on exposure contro l ,  refer  to the
ins t ruc t i ons  accompany ing  the  f  i lm .

I
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This d isplay indicates the br ightness of  the subject  is  beyond the meter ing range
in  the  Programmed AE mode.  Re leas ing  the  shut te r  w i l l  resu l t  in  incor rec t
exposure.

Indicates the br ightness of  the subject  is  beyond the meter ing range, or  that  the
combinat ion of  shut ter  speed and aperture is  beyond the coupl ing range, both
in Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE mode. In the lat tercase,  you can changethe aperture to
obtain correct  exposure.  In the former case,  the f l icker ing does not  d isappear
even i f  you  change the  aper tu re .  Re leas ing  the  shut te r  w i th  th is  d isp lay
appear ing  w i l l  resu l t  in  incor rec t  exposure .

Indicates the br ightness of  the subject  is  out  of  the correct  exposure range.
Change the  shut te r  speed or  aper tu re ,  and when the  f l i cker ing  d isappears
and only one speed rernains l i t ,  you are ready to shoot.

Indicates the br ightness of  the subject  is  beyond the meter ing range in the
Metered Mantral  mode. The f  l icker ing does not  d isappear even i f  you change
the shut ter  speed and aperture.  Releasing the shut ter  wi l l  resul t  in incorrect
exposure.

When the exposure-memory lock is  used,  these LEDs f l icker at  a fast  speed.

When bat ter ies becorne exhausted,  these LEDs f l icker at  a s low speed of  once
per second"

o 3 g www. butkus. org/chinon
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oAl l  these warn ings  are  d isp layed by  the  f l i cker ing  o f  LEDs in
the  v iewf inder .

o "Beyond the meter ing range" means the subject  is  too br ight  or
too dark to be measured wi th the camera's bui l t - in meter.

o  "Beyond the  coup l ing  range"  means the  combina t ion  o f  shu t te r
speed and aperture is  beyond the l imi t  of  use even when the
subject 's  br ightness is  wi th in the metered range.

o For detai ls  on the meter ing/coupl ing ranges,  refer  to page 40.
o  The  symbo l  \ r r , ,  i n  t he  t ab le  i nd i ca tes  f  l i c ke r i ng .  When  t he

wa rn i ng i ndicates beyo nd-the-meteri ng-range/beyond-the-cou pl i  n g-
range, the shut ter  speed f l ickers as fast  as four t imes per second..

when the brightness of the subject is beyond the metering range,
take pictures in the fol lowing ways:
oWhen the  sub jec t  i s  too  br igh t ,  use  an  ND f i l te r  loca l l y  ava i lab le .
o When the subject  is  too dark,  i t  is  necessary to use a f  lash or  some

other  l igh t ings .
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The shut ter-speed and aperture combinat ion in
the Prograrnmed AE mode is shown in the chart"
The red l ine represents the var iat ion of  shut ter-
speed and aperture combinat ion wi th an t  11.4
lens.  Note that  only the shut ter-speed s lows
down af ter  the lens aperture reaches i ts  l imi t  of
f  11 .4  in  combina t ion  w i th  a  speed o f  approx .
1 l30  sec .  When you use a  lens  w i th  a  d i f fe ren t
maximum aperture,  the exposure prCIgram var ies
the aperture and the shut ter-speed in
combina t ion  un t i l  reach ing  the  max imum
aper tu re  o f  your  lens .  For  example ,  w i th  an  f  l2 .B
lens the program var ies the combinat ion as shown
by the red dot ted l ine" Note that  only the shut ter
speed changes af ter  the maximum aperture is
reached. The f ine red l ine in the Programmed AE
diagram indicates the Automat ic Exposure contro l
range fb r  a  lens  w i th  min imum aper tu re  smal le r
than t122,  or  for  a f i lm wi th ISO speed other than
1 00.

Metering Range and Shutter/Aperture
Coupl ing Range
The meter ing range means the ranEe of  subject
luminance w i th in  wh ich  the  bu i l t - in  exposure-
meter works to contro l  exposure.  The shut ter /
aperture coupl ing range is that  part  of  the meter ing
range wi th in which shut ter-speed and aperture
value can be combined for  proper exposure contro l .
When you use a  50mm t11 .4  normal  lens  and
an ISO 100 f i lm,  the  meter ing  range is  f rom EV 1
l f  11 "4-1 sec.  )  to EV 1 8 f f  116 -1 11000 sec.
or  f  122-1 1500 sec.) .  The range var ies according
to  f  i lm speed ( lSO) .  The var ia t ion  o f  the  meter ing
range is  shown by  s lan t ing  l ines  wh ich  sh i f t  ISO
rat ings.  The f rame in the center  shows the meter
and shut ter /aperture contro l  coupl ing range.

EV (Exposure Valuel
EV represents a combinat ion of  the shut ter-
speed and the lens aperture which is  determined
by the  f  i lm speed ( lSO)  and the  br iEhtness  o f
the subject"
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Diopter  correct ion lenses M which f i t  the eyepiece on your camera
are avai lable.  l f  you f ind i t  d i f f icul t  to see the v iewf inder image
clear ly,  choose any one of  the eight  Correct ion Lenses M of  -S,
-4,  -3,  -2,  -1 ,  +1 ,  +2,  +3 diopters.  Sl ide i t  in to the eyepiece's
accessory groove.  Before buying one,  t ry i t  for  yoursel f  wi th the
lens at tached to your camera.

Mount Adapter K
l f  you want to use any convent ional  Takumar screw-mount lens
on your camera i t  is  possib le by placing an opt ional  accessory
cal led the Mount Adapter K between the camera body and the
lens.  However,  p lease note the fo l lowing condi t ions when actual ly
taking pictures:
o Automat ic d iaphragm does not  work due to d i f ference in the
coupl ing system.
o Stop-down metering must be made.
o Automat ic aperture set t ing wi th a Pentax dedicated f  lash is
not  workable.

Eyecup P
The Eyecup P is attached to the viewfinder accessory groove.
When using such accessories as "Diopter Correction Lens M,,,
"Viewfinder Cap," etc., remove the Eyecup p from the camera.

o 4 2
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o Incorrect  usage of  bat ter ies causes such hazards
as  leakage,  heat ing  or  exp los ions .  Po la r i t y  mark ings
shou ld  be  care fu l l y  checked wh i le  inser t ing
batter ies.  l f  e i ther bat tery is  erroneously inserted,
unexpected mishap may occur.
o Replace both bat ter ies at  the same t ime. Do
not mix bat tery brands and types,  or  o ld bat ter ies
with new bat ter ies.
o  When not  us ing  the  camera  fo r  long  per iods
of  t ime, you should remove bat ter ies f rom the
camera.  Old bat ter ies are apt  to leak and
damage the bat tery compartment.  Always keep
bat te r ies  ou t  o f  the  reach o f  ch i ld ren .
o Never break,  recharge,  or  throw used bat ter ies
in to  f i re  as  a  p recaut ion  aga ins t  exp los ions .
o  Bat te r ies  shou ld  be  kept  warm in  co ld  c l imates
to prevent lower ing of  performance.
o Keep spare bat ter ies on hand for  convenience
in  photograph ing  ou tdoors  o r  wh i le  t rave l ing ,  e tc .
o  One se t  o f  a lka l ine  ba t te r ies  shou ld  las t  about
s ix months and one set  of  s i lver-oxide bat ter ies
about a year,  both wi th average use.

.  When keeping the camera in a bag or  case,  be
sure  to  tu rn  the  main  swi tch  o f f  to  avo id  the
unnecessary consumpt ion of  bat tery power that
may resul t  f  rom accidental ly  re leasing the shut ter .
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Type:
F i lm :

Mount:
Exposure Modes:
Shutter :

Viewf inder:

E xposu re I nd icatio n
in Viewf inder:

Flash Synch ron ization :
Self -Timer:

Mi r ro r :
F i lm Load ing :
Film Transport:
Fi lm Counter:
F i lm Rewind:

. 4 4

Through-the- lens,  Prograrnmed AE 35mm SLR came!-a"
35mm perforated cartr idge f i lnn, 24 x 36mm format. Autornatic f i lrn
speed set t ing f rom ISO 25 to 1600 ( in 1/3 steps) wi th DX-coded f i lnn"
Pentax Ka bayonet mount.
Programmed AE, Aperture-priority AE, Metered fVlanual and Programmed
Auto Flash.
Vert ical - run focal  p lane shut ter .
automat ic speeds f  rom 1 to 1 i  1000 sec. ,  manuaf ly-set  s l ' rut ter  speeds
f  rom 1  to  1 /1000 sec .  (1  1  s teps)  and "8"  ^
S i  lver-coated pentapr ism f  i  nder wi th spl  i t - i  mage/m icropr i  sm/matte
focusing screen (Clear-Br ight-Matte) .  Shows g2% of  p icture area at
0 .82X magn i f  i ca t ion  w i th  50mm lens  a t  in f in i t y "  -1  d iop ter  eyep iece .
LED ind ica tors  fo r  "  ,  "  ( f fash  ready l ,  "P"  (Programmed AE mode) ,
"M"  (Metered  Manua l  mode) ,  and 11  shut te r  speeds (g reen LED fo r"1000" to "60";  orange for  "3O" to "1") .  Warnings for  exposure set t ing
outs ide  aper tu re /shut te r -speed coup l ing  range ( "1000"  o r  "1"  LED
b f  i nks  a t  4Hz . l
Hot shoe (X-Sync contact ,  dedicated f lash contacts) ,  X-Sync at  1/100 sec.
E lec t ron ica l l y -cont ro l led  12-second de fay  t imer .  De lay  t ime ind ica ted  by
b l ink ing  LED.  Poss ib le  to  cance l l  a t  any  t ime.  T imer  ac t iva ter j  w i th  shut te r
re lease but ton.
Back-swing type instant-return mirror .
Easy loading type.
Single-stroke rapid wind lever wi th 130" throw and 35o stand-of f  angle.
Addi t ive type wi th autornat ic  reset t ing
Crank  type .
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Exposure Metering: Open-aperture, TTL center-weighted, average area mete
G  PD ce l l .

,  
t e t e r i ng  Range :  EV  1  ( f  11 .4 ,1  sec . )  -  EV  18  ( t 116 ,1 /1000  sec . )  w i t h  5 r

I S O  1 0 0  f  i l m .
Exposure Memory Lock:  With the exposure memory lock but ton.
Battery Warning:  When bat ter ies become weak,  LED f  lashes.  When bat ter

LEDs go b lank  and shut te r  locks .
r  power  Source :  Two 1 .5-vo l t  s i l ver -ox ide  or  a lka l ine  min i -ba t te r ies .

S ize  & we igh t :  137(W)  x  89(H)  x  50 .5(D)mm (5 .3"  x  3 .5"  x  2 .O"1 ,  50
without batteries.

SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT ANY OBLIGA]
ON THE PART OF THE MANUFACTURER.
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Your Pentax camera is  a sophist icated,  precis ion
instrument bui l t  to g ive long- last ing,  re l iab!e serv ice.
I t  w i l l  serve  you we l l  i f  you  t rea t  i t  r igh t ,  w i th
proper handl ing and reasonable care.  The rnajor
causes of darnage are:

1 .  Dropping or  banging can damage the camera
in  many ways .
2.  Water damage, part iculary i f  the camera is
submerged in salt water. Canneras are not water-
proof ! They must be protected frorn salt spray
at  the  beach,  sp lash ing  o f  any  k ind ,  and sh ie lded
f  rorn the ra in.  l f  your carnera does get  soaked,
w ipe  i t  d ry  immedia te ly  and rush  i t  to  a  Pentax
service center .
3.  Dir t  and sand can cause ser ious damage to the
shutter  and other rnoving parts of  the camera.
Your camera needs per iodic c leaning to keep i t
operat ing proper ly.  To remove dir t  and dust ,  you
need lens-c lean ing  f lu id ,  lens-c lean ing  t i ssues ,  bu lb -
type ear syr inge,  carnel 's  hair  brush" etc.  Never use
a so lvent  such as  th inner  o r  a f  coho l .
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4.  Humid i ty  and ex t remely  h igh / low tempera ture
should be avoided.  Keep your camera out  of  d i rect
sun l igh t ,  car  t runks ,  and g love  compar tments .
Shoot ing  ou tdoors  in  w in te r  p resents  a  p rob lem
s ince ba t te r ies  won ' t  func t ion  i f  they  ge t  too  co ld .
In cold weather carry your camera under your coat
or  jacket  to keep the bat ter ies warm. The
tempera tures  a t  wh ich  th is  camera  shou ld  func t ion
proper ly are approx.  50 

"  *  -10oC. Sudden
changes in  tempera ture  w i l l  o f ten  cause mois tu re
to  condense ins ide  or  ou ts ide  your  camera .  Th is  i s
a possib le source of  rust ,  which may be extremely
harmf  u  I  to  the  mechan ism.  Thus ,  sudden
temperature changes should be avoided as much as
poss ib le .  As  a  gu ide"  e  tempera ture  change o f  10"  C
shou ld  be  a l lowed to  take  p lace  gradua l ly  over  a
per iod  o f  a t  leas t  30  minu tes .  l f  th is  i s  no t  poss ib le ,
keeping the camera in i ts  case or  bag wi l l  help
somewhat  in  min imiz ing  the  e f fec ts  o f  a  rap id
temperature change.
5.  Vibrat ion exper ienced when you are t ravel ing
in a car,  p lane,  or  ship,  can cause screws to loosen.
To min imize  th is  p rob lem use foam-rubber  padd ing
about  one inch  th ick  to  l ine  the  bo t tom o f  your
camera bag.

6 .  When mount ing  your  camera  on  a  t r ipod ,  make
sure the t r ipod screw is no longer than 5.5mm,
which is  the depth of  your camera's t r ipod socket .
l f  you use a longer screw, you wi l l  possib ly
puncture the t r ipod socket ,  af ter  which the camera
wi l l  no t  func t ion  proper ly .
7.  Always put  a lens cap or  body mount cap
whenever the camera is  not  in use.  To avoid an
accidental  damage to the shut ter  curta in by
sun l igh t ,  do  no t  d i rec t  the  camera  to  sun fo r  a  long
per iod  o f  t ime.
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